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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent degradation of a discharge lamp 
and to facilitate the control of keeping the discharge 
lamp lighted by enabling a discharge lamp lighting 
device for use in a variety of electrical equipment to 
perform control as to variations in initial discharge 
characteristic and changes in discharge lamp 
characteristic with time. 

CONSTITUTION: Power ranging from excess power 
greater than the rated value of a discharge lamp 2 
relating to discharge-lamp voltage to rated power equal 
to the rated value is supplied by a control circuit 7 at 
the start of lighting of the discharge lamp 2, and the 
electric characteristic of the discharge lamp 2 is 
detected by an electric discharge detecting circuit 4 
during power control. A rated lighting voltage storage 
circuit 6 is connected to the control circuit 7 to 
detect and store the discharge-lamp voltage during rated 
power of the discharge lamp 2. The control circuit 7 
controls the discharge lamp 2 based on voltage data 
stored in the rated lighting voltage storage circuit 6. 
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